Brooklyn Dodgers fans were both blessed and cursed.
Life never was the same after the move to Los Angeles.

Life After the
BrooklynDodgers?

by Jay Feldman

lthough it’s been nearly three

decades since the Brooklyn

Dodgers moved to Los An-
geles, there are still countless
numbers of ex-Brooklynites who
haven’t gotten over the shock of the
displacement, and to this day we
continue to mourn the loss. Indeed,
there are those of us who still don’t
believe it actually happened.

In our age of mobility, Brooklyn
natives can now be found living all
over the United States, but the one
thing that unites us forever is the
memory of our “Bums.” Whenever
two or more former Brooklynites
meet, it's a good bet that the
conversation will turn sooner or
later to Pee Wee and Jackie, Campy
and “Qisk,” “Newk” and the Duke,
for the Brooklyn Dodgers were
more than just a baseball team—
the Brooklyn Dodgers were a way
of life.

Now, in the last few years,
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everybody and
his brother is
suddenly interested in the Brooklyn
Dodgers. Every time I turn around,
there’s another piece about the
team in one of the national sports

‘'magazines. On August 2, 1982, the

United States Post Office issued the
Jackie Robinson commemorative
stamp. We've had David Ritz’s
romantic novel, The Man Who
Brought the Dodgers Back to
Brooklyn; a television movie based
on Roger Kahn’s classic, The Boys
of Summer, and Peter Golenbock’s
BUMS: An Oral. History of the
Brooklyn Dodgers. I've even heard
that the Borough President of
Brooklyn has been making noises

about importing another ballclub.

Let me tell you what it was like
for me growing up rooting for the
Brooks, and the scars it left on my
young psyche.

First, my credentials: born and
raised in Brooklyn, 1 was a Dodger
fan from birth. On my fourth
birthday (April 10, 1947), the
Dodgers purchased Jackie Robin-
son’s contract from their Montreal
farm club, and Jackie came to
Brooklyn—a more magnificent
birthday present no boy ever
received. My identification with the
Dodgers ran deep; ever so passion-
ately, 1 lived and died with the ups
and downs of the team.

Second, my theory: in the decade
from 1947 to 1956, the Dodgers
were more than just a great baseball
team. As a result of the Jackie
Robinson-Branch Rickey connec-
tion and the consequent breaking
of baseball’s color line, the Dodgers
were an agency of social change,
an embodiment of the proposition
that all men are created equai. It’s
almost impossible now, in the "80s,
to recall the full intensity of the
struggle, the bitterness and violence
that accompanied Robinson’s arri-
val in the National League. The
Jackie Robinson Dodgers simply
changed forever the complexion of
professional sports and, with it, the
social fabric of American life. The
ballplayers who couldn’t tolerate
Robinson’s presence were traded,
and by 1954 the Dodgers could
field a starting lineup in which,
with Don Newcombe on the
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